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XR/CRF120 Big-Bore Kit
f you have an XR or CRF100, you have
undoubtedly asked, "What can I do to

get more power?" Well, I have the answer.

And it is not a loud pipe; those actually

kill power on this picky Honda. The real

answer, and such a common response in

the car world, is there is no replacement
for displacement.

BBR comes to the rescue with an all-
inclusive kit that really gives a boost to the
XR/CRF and keeps the durability intact.
Included in the kit is a cylinder, a high-
compression piston complete with pin, a
cam, valve springs, rocker arms and all the
gaskets you need. It is truly bolt-on. In the
old days you had to resleeve the cylinder
and machine the rocker arms, as well as
wait around for all the parts to arrive
since it was all custom, and it cost well
over $700 when all was said and done, so
the BBR $299 price is a steal.

The parts go on as easily as stock, and
working on the simple XR/CRF engine is
a great way to see the inner mystery of a

four-stroke without some of the complex-
ity of the four-valve race engines or the
shim-under-bucket designs that take much
more mechanical skill than the simple
screw-tappet design here. If you remove
the studs when replacing the cylinder, the
work can be done with the motor in the
chassis, too. It takes about three hours

to do the work if you have all the tools;
replacing the valve springs is the trickiest
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part but can be done by two people with-
out any special tools if you know some
old-school tricks.

Once together our bike fired right up
and was truthfully a whole new monster
compared to the docile stocker. This is the
kind of performance gain you just don't
see anymore, and the best part is that it
only makes the bike more ridable since the
power is still as smooth and controllable

as ever,
just more
plentiful.
Seat-of-
the-pants
improve-
ment puts
the gain
at over 20
percent in horsepower and likely more in
torque. The bike chugs better and picks

up especially harder and, unlike most big-
bore kits, it continues to rev as far as the
stocker, which is one of the strong points
of the XR/CRF 100 engines compared to
its playbike classmates.

We have been thrashing our BBR-
equipped Honda for close to a year now,
and it runs just as reliably as a stock bike,
so we'll never worry about replacing
anything. We run 91-octane pump gas
and had no issues related to the bump in
compression, but we did install the recom-
mended BBR jetting in our stock carb.

We know full-sized guys who have been
running the kit with no problems for over
five years now. It really makes the bike
even more fun. So if you truly want power
in your Honda 100, leave the stock pipe on
the bike and go big-bore. —Jimmy Lewis
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